
From: POULSEN Mike
To: Eric Blischke/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: FW: Background Comment Responses for transmittal to EPA
Date: 09/18/2008 12:35 PM

 
-----Original Message-----
From: POULSEN Mike 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2008 8:03 AM
To: 'Blischke.Eric@epamail.epa.gov'
Cc: ANDERSON Jim M
Subject: RE: Background Comment Responses for transmittal to EPA

Eric -

Here are my comments on the letter.

- Mike

#2
The LWG defines background as sediment not influenced by Portland Harbor
sources. I disagree. We should consider sediment as background only if it is not
influenced by any specific sources. For background, we are looking for unavoidable
regional influences. I agree with your determination that localized high concentrations
of chemicals in sediment likely indicate the presence of a local source, and should be
excluded from the background data.

#3
In the ProUCL v. 4 Technical Guide, Section 7.1.1.1 (EPA 2007), EPA states “It is
suggested to avoid the use of a transformation such as a log-transformation to
achieve normality to be able to use the Dixon test. All cleanup and remediation
decisions are made based upon the data set in raw scale.” [emphasis in original] 
This contradicts the following statement in EPA’s Statistical Method for Practitioners
regarding the Dixon test and other parametric tests: “If the data are not normally
distributed, then either transform the data, apply a different test, or consult a
statistician.” [EPA 2006, Section 4.4.3.] The guidance does present the non-
parametric Walsh’s test (for greater than 50 datapoints), which can be used with data
that are not normally distributed.

I do not have a resolution to whether data should be transformed to a normal
distribution prior to conducting an outlier test.

-----Original Message-----
From: Blischke.Eric@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Blischke.Eric@epamail.epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2008 8:07 AM
To: Shephard.Burt@epamail.epa.gov; Humphrey.Chip@epamail.epa.gov; Davoli.Dana@epamail.epa.gov;
GAINER Tom; Grepo-Grove.Gina@epamail.epa.gov; PETERSON Jenn L; jeremy_buck@fws.gov;
ANDERSON Jim M; Goulet.Joe@epamail.epa.gov; Smith.Judy@epamail.epa.gov;
Koch.Kristine@epamail.epa.gov; MCCLINCY Matt; POULSEN Mike; Fuentes.Rene@epamail.epa.gov;
Robert.Neely@noaa.gov; Sheldrake.Sean@epamail.epa.gov; tomd@ctsi.nsn.us; csmith@parametrix.com;

mailto:POULSEN.Mike@deq.state.or.us
mailto:Eric Blischke/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
mailto:Blischke.Eric@epamail.epa.gov


rgensemer@parametrix.com; rose@yakama.com; erin.madden@gmail.com; jay.field@noaa.gov;
Cora.Lori@epamail.epa.gov; Ader.Mark@epamail.epa.gov; BBarquin@hk-law.com;
audiehuber@ctuir.com; Lisa.Bluelake@grandronde.org; sheila@ridolfi.com; Benjamin Shorr;
LavelleJM@cdm.com; Mary.Baker@noaa.gov; Michael.Karnosh@grandronde.org; FARRER David G;
dallen@stratusconsulting.com; jpeers@stratusconsulting.com;  Bob Dexter;
cunninghame@gorge.net; JMalek@parametrix.com; nancy.munn@noaa.gov; Greg.Gervais@noaa.gov
Subject: Fw: Background Comment Responses for transmittal to EPA

----- Forwarded by Eric Blischke/R10/USEPA/US on 09/10/2008 08:06 AM
-----
                                                                       
             "Jennifer                                                 
             Woronets"                                                 
             <jworonets@ancho                                        To
             renv.com>                Chip Humphrey/R10/USEPA/US@EPA,  
                                      Eric Blischke/R10/USEPA/US@EPA   
             09/04/2008 07:51                                        cc
             AM                       <ANDERSON.Jim@deq.state.or.us>,  
                                      <audiehuber@ctuir.com>, Eric     
                                      Blischke/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, "Bob  
                                      Wyatt" <rjw@nwnatural.com>,      
                                      <cunninghame@gorge.net>,         
                                      <erin.madden@gmail.com>, Chip    
                                      Humphrey/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, "JD   
                                      Williams " <jdw@jdw-law.net>,    
                                      "Jennifer Peers"                 
                                      <jpeers@stratusconsulting.com>,  
                                      "Jennifer Woronets"              
                                      <jworonets@anchorenv.com>, "Julie
                                      Fox" <jfox@anchorenv.com>, "Julie
                                      Weis" <jweis@hk-law.com>, "Keith 
                                      Pine" <kpine@anchorenv.com>,     
                                      Kristine Koch/R10/USEPA/US@EPA,  
                                      <lisa.bluelake@grandronde.org>,  
                                      "MCCLINCY Matt"                  
                                      <MCCLINCY.Matt@deq.state.or.us>, 
                                      "McKenna, Jim"                   
                                      <Jim.McKenna@portofportland.com>,
                                      "Michael Karnosh"                
                                      <michael.karnosh@grandronde.org>,
                                      "Rick Applegate"                 
                                      <RICKA@BES.CI.PORTLAND.OR.US>,   
                                      "Robert Neely"                   
                                      <Robert.Neely@noaa.gov>, "Rose   
                                      Longoria" <rose@yakama.com>,     
                                      "Sheila Fleming"                 
                                      <sfleming@ridolfi.com>,          
                                      <wbarquin@hk-law.com>, "Bob      
                                      Wyatt" <rjw@nwnatural.com>,      
                                      <david.ashton@portofportland.com>
                                      , <wolffg@plu.edu>, "J Betz"     
                                      <jbetz@ci.portland.or.us>,       
                                      "Jennifer Woronets"              
                                      <jworonets@anchorenv.com>,       
                                      <Jim.McKenna@portofportland.com>,
                                      "Patty Dost \(Schwabe\)"         
                                      <Pdost@Schwabe.com>, "Rick       
                                      Applegate"                       
                                      <RICKA@BES.CI.PORTLAND.OR.US>,   

(b) (6)



                                      "Jennifer Woronets"              
                                      <jworonets@anchorenv.com>,       
                                      <kpine@anchorenv.com>, "Gene     
                                      Revelas"                         
                                      <grevelas@integral-corp.com>     
                                                                Subject
                                      FW: Background Comment Responses 
                                      for transmittal to EPA           
                                                                       
                                                                       
Eric and Chip,

Please see below and attached from Gene Revelas.

Thank you,
Jen Woronets  J
Anchor Environmental, LLC
6650 SW Redwood Lane, Suite 333
Portland, OR 97224
503-670-1108 Phone Ext 24
503-670-1128 Fax
ü Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Gene Revelas [mailto:grevelas@integral-corp.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2008 6:52 AM
To: Jennifer Woronets
Cc: Bob Wyatt; Fred Wolf; Jim McKenna; Keith Pine; Patty Dost (Schwabe); Rick Applegate; Valerie
Oster
Subject: Background Comment Responses for transmittal to EPA

Hi Jen – please forward the attached to EPA.  Thanks, Gene

Eric/Chip –

Attached find the LWG’s responses to EPA comments on the July 3rd Background Tech Memo.

Thanks,

Gene

Gene Revelas
Senior Managing Scientist
Integral Consulting Inc.
1205 West Bay Drive NW
Olympia, WA 98502
ph. 360.705.3534
fax 360.705.3669
cell 360.870.4950
grevelas@integral-corp.com
www.integral-corp.com.
 (See attached file: Responses to EPA Background Comments_20080903.pdf)
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